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affairs. He was a man of greater force of character
than Alexander, a genius, a sort of Turkish Peter the
Great who raised his people out of Asiatic sloth and
fatalism. He had cause for rejoicing because he wished
Turkey again to play a part in European affairs. The
west had concluded that Gladstone's phrase had been
realized and that the Turk had been driven out of Europe
"bag and baggage." But Alexander confirmed that
the Turk was still a Balkan factor and had an interest
in keeping western powers out of the peninsula. And
behind Kemal was Soviet Russia, bent upon thwarting
western capitalism. In joining forces with the Gazi
Alexander moved appreciably into the influence of Mos-
cow. But the movement was not entirely of his own voli-
tion: it was a resultant of other forces and movements.

It was KemaTs plan that the Balkan Pact and the
Little Entente should be unified and that both should
obtain the support of Soviet Russia. The outstanding
difficulty had disappeared. Moscow had no further
pretension to the restoration of Bessarabia by Roumania.
In the following year the Little Entente passed a formal
resolution calling upon Jugoslavia to recognize Soviet
Russia. This would have been done but that the murder
of the King intervened. Prince Paul, whose mother
was a Russian aristocrat and whose wife is a descendant
of the Romanofs, became Regent and Jugoslav foreign
policy was deflected into a different course. Otherwise
Czecho-Slovakia in her understanding with Moscow
would have been associated not only with the French
Republic but with the Balkan States.

The King did not proceed from Stamboul to Athens
as had been expected but instead went to Corfu, where
he dedicated a monument to the Greeks who fell in the
war, and visited those places, like shrines to Mm, where
the Serbian army had encamped in 1916. General
Stepanovitch and the Greek vice-premier CondUis were
with him. He was deterred from conducting the
negotiations for signing the pact by the stormy opposi-